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ADOPTIVE PARENT'S PERSONAL PROFILE

Name: _________________________________________

Date: __________________________________________
Instructions:
This profile is designed to help you think about important issues in preparation for adoptive parenthood. It will take some time to complete.
This is not a test; your answers will reflect your thoughts as an individual. Please complete these questions without talking with your spouse. 

This profile will become a confidential part of your adoption record and a basis for interviews with your caseworker.
PERSONAL INFORMATION:

Please describe your personality.  What do you see as your personal strengths? Hobbies/special talents?  

Please describe your involvement in your community in civic activities. 

HOME AND COMMUNITY:

Please describe your neighborhood, house and its surroundings.  (Please include square footage and lot size if available)

Please discuss the accessibility of schools, religious institutions, recreational and medical facilities to your home.  Please list specific locations of each category and indicate how far they are from your home.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Parent’s names, address, phone, ages, health, and occupations.  If parents are deceased, list when and cause.

Brother and sisters, including ages, occupation, address, marital status and children, names and ages.  
Describe your childhood. (Where did you grow up?  What was your childhood like?  Parenting style and methods of discipline).  

As a parents, how will your parenting style be similar or differ?  Discuss your current relationship with immediate family.  Are they aware of your plans to adopt?  
EDUCATION:

Where did you go to school?  Include names and location of High School(s) and College(s).  

Please write about your school life?  What kind of student were you?  What kind of outside interests and activities were you involved in? 
MARRIAGE:

Describe how you and your current spouse met and how long you dated.  Please describe your spouse's personality.

What interests and activities do you enjoy as a couple?  What makes your marriage successful?

Please write about your communication styles and how you handle disagreements.
How do you make decisions about the major things in life (buying a home, having children, deciding where to live)?  How do you make everyday decisions (how responsibilities are shared, how money is spent, what to do in leisure time)?
Please write about problems you have experienced in your marriage and how you and your spouse have worked them out.

If you and your spouse have ever separated or contemplated separation, please describe the circumstances, and how you resolved your difficulties.

Previous marriage(s):  Dates of former marriages and dissolutions.  If any, list children from previous marriage(s). 
HEALTH:

Please describe any illnesses or physical conditions for which you take medicine, or for which you receive on‑going medical treatment.   
Have you visited a medical specialist in the last 5 years, or had surgery? If so, give date, diagnosis, and treatment.
If you have received or are currently receiving counseling or psychiatric treatment for emotional, marital, or addiction problems, please describe below. Include names of caregivers and dates of treatment.
EMPLOYMENT:

Please describe your current occupation, duties, title and length of employment.  

Please list previous places of employment and approximate dates of employment in chronological order. 
ETHICAL AND RELIGIOUS VALUES:

What is your past and present participation in an organized religious setting?  How do you plan to impart your religious and ethical values to your child?

ADOPTION:

Please write about your reasons for adopting a child.  How have you educated yourself about adoption?

If infertility had led you to adoption, what is the medical diagnosis for your infertility?  What help have you sought to be able to have children biologically?  Are you still pursuing medical means to conceive?  
At what point are you in resolving your feelings about infertility?

There are differences in parenting biological children and children who enter a family through adoption.  What do you see as special adoption-related issues that might come up in the future?
What personal losses have you experienced during your life (i.e., death, divorce, financial loss, loss of job, etc.)?  What enabled you to cope with these losses?  What lessons did you learn from these experiences?   
If applicable, please write about how you will prepare children already in your home for the adoption of a child?
Please write about how you will help the adopted child(ren) understand adoption?
Please write in general about your feelings toward those birth parents who made adoption plans for their children.  To what extent are you willing and expecting to have contact with your child's birth parents?
Please describe the characteristics in a child you would like to adopt. (age, race, physical conditions, health, background factors, etc.)  Discuss situations or characteristic/ special needs you are not open to.  

PARENTING:  
What strengths, background, or experience with children do you have that will enable you to be a good parent?

In what ways are you and your spouse in agreement about your parenting style or plans?  In what ways do you and your spouse differ in parenting style or plans?

How do you plan to discipline your child?  What do you teach in discipline?

Have you chosen guardians for your child? (List names, ages, health status, occupation and address) 

READINESS FOR PARENTING: 

Please describe your support system (i.e., friends, coworkers, family, etc.).
What are your plans for leave when a child joins your family? When do you intend to resume working?  What are your plans for childcare after placement?
PRECLEARANCE:

Have you ever been accused of child abuse, sexual abuse, child molestation, or domestic violence, even if it did not result in an arrest? If 'yes', please explain.

Do you have a history of substance abuse? 

Do you have a history of sexual or child abuse?

Do you have a history of domestic violence?

Have you ever been the subject of an unfavorable home study evaluation or have you ever been rejected as a potential adoptive parent?

Have you ever been arrested?

If you have been arrested for any crime, please describe fully below. Include offense, date, place, and disposition. (Offenses include, but are not limited to, DUI's, driving on a suspended license, writing bad checks, etc.) 

